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Lesson 5

Our mascot mask

Lesson venue

Art room

Lesson duration  

Students may require between 120 - 240 minutes to 
complete this task.

Lesson duration is dependent on the artistic techniques 
adopted and type of materials used. The lesson duration is 
at the teacher’s discretion.

Student prior knowledge

If students conduct a deeper investigation into the history of 
masks in Asian culture they should be able to use a range 
of research tools.

They should also be familiar with a range of 3D artistic 
methods.

WALT - We are learning to...

Design a mask that will serve as a mascot for Western 
Sydney Wanderers and be shown at our art exhibition.

WILF - What I’m looking for...

TIB - This is because...

It will help us gain a greater understanding of symbols 
and images that reflect our community and provide an  
important part of our art exhibition.

Lesson preparation

Prior to the lesson teachers should organise the following:

• Teacher information - Sample graphic organiser

• Activity sheet 5.1 - Asian masks

•  Activity sheet 5.2 - Creating a mask using cardboard or 
paper plates

• Activity sheet 5.3 - Creating a papier mache 3D mask

•  Activity sheet 5.4 - Creating a 3D mask using modelling, 
sundried clay or clay

•  Activity sheet 5.5 - Creating a 3D mask using mod-roc or  
plaster bandage

• art materials as appropriate.

Lesson delivery

The following provides you with a suggested plan on how 
to deliver this lesson. You are encouraged to take a flexible 
approach and modify this lesson and its timings to suit the 
needs and abilities of your students.

teaching and learning plan

•  I have an understanding of the history and 
purpose of masks in Asian culture.

•  I can recognise distinctive features of Asian 
masks.

•  I can decide on materials and artistic 
techniques to use to design my mask.
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Our mascot mask

St.Luke’s Primary School, Wantirna, Melbourne, VIC, Asian mascot masks. Images reproduced with permission.
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1. Masks in Asian culture (45 minutes).

Distribute Activity sheet 5.1 - Asian masks - hard copy to 
each group or interactive pdf version on student computers, 
laptops or iPads.

Explain to students that to gain an appreciation of the 
purpose and history of masks they will consider them in an 
Asian context. 

Many Asian cultures have a long history of creating 
distinctive masks. Masks can be of human faces, real or 
mythical animals or represent supernatural beings or Gods.

Using the activity sheet for inspiration ask students to 
brainstorm the possible purposes of these masks. Student 
responses can be written on a graphic organiser (see 
sample provided with this unit) on the board.

Some purposes might include:

• Spiritual

• Cultural

• Decorative

• Tribal rites

• Religious celebrations

• Theatrical performances.

As part of this brainstorming session ask students to 
identify the distinctive features of the masks on the activity 
sheet. What stands out? What feelings and emotions does 
each mask convey? Why were masks first created?

Allocate one mask(s) image on Activity sheet 5.1 - Asian 
masks to each group and ask them to analyse their image 
by discussing the following questions:

The artist’s message

•  What did the artist want the audience to see and 
understand?

• What elements are used to show the artist’s message?

•  What do you recognise? What do you understand? What 
is new?

The artwork origins

•  What clues in the artwork tell us where it was made, who 
made it, and why?

• What artworks are you familiar with?

• Which style of artwork represents your community?

•  How would you represent Western Sydney Wanderers in 
a mask design?

The artwork materials

• What is the artwork made of?

• Is it 2D or 3D?

•  How does the choice of material enhance the audience’s 
understanding of the artist’s intention? Have student 
groups present and justify their thoughts and ideas to 
the class.

2. Our mascot mask (5 minutes)

Once the concept of masks has been introduced the 
teacher explains that in this lesson each student will add to 
their art exhibition by creating a mask that will serve as a 
mascot for Western Sydney Wanderers.

3. Teacher advice - Ways to create masks

There are many different ways to create a mask. They can 
be made out of wood, metal, paper, clay and plastic. They 
can be embellished with other materials such as paint, 
feathers, jewels, sequins and glitter.

Masks can be made from a variety of mixed media. Here 
are some examples:

•  Students can create their own base to work on using 
cardboard or paper plates.

•  Students can also use clay both sundried and clay that 
requires firing.

•  Students can create their own personalised mask using 
mod-roc or plaster bandage.

•  Teachers can access prefabricated masks from art 
suppliers for students to use as a basis to create 
their mask.

teaching and learning plan
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5. Teacher advice - Assessing the finished product

The Assessment rubric provided with this unit includes a 
section where you and your students assess completed 
work. The criteria for assessment should be explained to 
students prior to the commencement of their artwork.

The following is what they should be assessed on:

6. Student reflection (10 minutes).

To conclude the mask design component of the unit 
students are given the opportunity to reflect on what they 
have experienced in class. They can do this by writing 
in their workbooks or orally within their teams. In their 
reflections they should complete the following statements:

•  The image I selected to base my mask on was ...(describe 
the image)

• I selected this image because...

• The messages I am conveying in my mask are...

• The artistic medium I used was ...

• The reason(s) I chose this medium was (were)...

• The thing that worked best in my finished piece was...

• The problem(s) I faced in creating my work was (were)...

• The way(s) I solved them was (were)...

• I responsibly managed my class time by...

• The way I participated in clean up was...

To prepare students for the next lesson tell them that they 
will be sourcing football images to add to their impressive 
art exhibition.

4. Design and create

Students should use Activity sheet 5.1 - Asian masks as 
stimulus for the design of their masks. Whilst each student 
mask is a personal artistic interpretation of the task, groups 
are encouraged to agree on specific elements that may be 
consistent across each mask in their group. These may 
include the colour and size of masks.

The following worksheets have been provided with this 
lesson to assist teachers and students:

•  Activity sheet 5.2 - Creating a mask using cardboard/
paper plates

• Activity sheet 5.3 - Creating a papier mache 3D mask

•  Activity sheet 5.4 - Creating a 3D mask using modelling, 
sundried clay or clay

•  Activity sheet 5.5 - Creating a 3D mask using mod-roc/
plaster bandage.

The method adopted, materials used and time allocated for 
students to create their mask is at the teacher’s discretion.

Some options may include:

MASK 

TYPE

METHOD MATERIALS

3D Mod-roc •  Mod-roc, water, water pot, 
scissor and Vaseline

Sundried 
clay

•  Sundried clay, modeling ceramic 
tools or spoons

Clay •  Clay, modeling ceramic tools, 
glazes or spoons

Papier 
mache

• Paper (newsprint is ideal)

• Adhesive or glue

• Masking tape

• Paintbrush

• Paints

• Butchers paper.

PRODUCT WORK

SKETCH BOOK Development of ideas and 
explorations recorded in their visual 
diary notebook

FINAL PIECE Achievement and interpretation of aims

Appropriate use of design - 
composition, line, shape, tone, texture 
and colour

Appropriate use of techniques and 
processes

Level of imagination and creativity in 
their final piece




