lesson 1
GETTING TO KNOW OUR LOCAL CLUB

Sydney FC
OUR HOME GAME

teaching and learning plan
• I can read and analyse a data table.

Lesson 1

• I can use information in a data table to make a prediction.

Getting to know our local club

TIB - This is because...

Lesson duration
60 minutes

It will help us understand why we will collect statistics in
a football activity later in the unit.

Lesson venue

Lesson preparation

Classroom

Prior to the lesson teachers should organise the following:
• Teacher information – Sample graphic organiser.

Important teacher advice

• Activity sheet 1.1 - Our local club - hard copy to each
group or interactive pdf version on student computers,
laptops or iPads.

Visual resources available

Unit pathways
There are a range of teaching pathways that
you can take in this unit. It is recommended
that you review the lesson-by- lesson
Unit overview provided to assist you with
your forward planning.

The visual resource available to teachers for this lesson is:
• Video - Unit scenario - video outlining your student’s
challenge for this unit.
• Video 1.1 - This is Football - a video that provides a brief
introduction to football for those students and teachers
unfamiliar with the sport - this video can also be used as a
scene setter for this unit of work.

Assessment
The Assessment rubric should be discussed
with students in the early stages of this unit.
You may make changes to this rubric in line
with the lessons you decide to cover.

Lesson delivery
The following provides you with a suggested plan on how
to deliver this lesson. You are encouraged to take a flexible
approach and modify this lesson and its timings to suit the
needs and abilities of your students.

Information and Communication Technology
(ICT), media and social media
The use of ICT, media and social media
is encouraged in this unit. See ICT, media
and social media opportunities for more
information.

1. Prior to the lesson
Explain to students that soon they will be commencing a
unit of work on football and mathematics.
The unit will involve playing football under the banners of
Sydney FC and local clubs in their region.

Student prior knowledge
Students should have introductory knowledge of probability
and chance.

If football is a game not familiar to your students also
watch Video 1.1 - This is Football to help build their basic
understanding.

Students should have a basic knowledge of football and
its skills.

WALT - We are learning to...
Complete a statistical analysis of our local club.

WILF - What I’m looking for...
• I understand what statistics are in football.
• I know that statistics can be used in football to assess
team performance and predict success.
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The scenario
2. Outline scenario (5 minutes)
At the start of the lesson have the class watch the Video - Unit scenario and (or) read with them the following scenario on
interactive whiteboard or projected on a data screen. Be sure to check your students’ level of understanding and clarify any
words that are unfamiliar to them.

OUR HOME GAME
Congratulations! Your class has just been awarded the right to host the
Sydney FC Cup at your school.
The tournament will match an invitational team from the school community
representing Hyundai A-League and Westfield W-League club Sydney FC against
students representing local clubs in an exciting football competition.
As part of your participation you and your teammates will also be asked to
use your mathematics skills to design and create your own home pitch on a
space in the school specially allocated to you.
You will invent your own unique football rules, collect statistics of your team’s
performance and analyse them so you can identify your team’s strengths and
the areas you need to improve.
Your home ground will be an exciting and colourful place so you will
have to be at your best to honour each match you play there.
You will make a presentation of your mathematics design
and analysis work and play football in front of an
audience on your specially designed home
pitch in a football tournament at the
end of this unit. Good luck!
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3. Organise student design teams (5 minutes)

about statistics. Brainstorm with students the question What are football statistics?

Classes that have not completed Our respect rules Values lesson

Some may have heard the word used when watching sport
on television or reading about it in the print or online media.
They may have seen graphics appear on sports broadcasts
highlighting numerical information about the players, teams
or the game. They may have heard commentators discuss
performance data of players during the game. Many of them
will relate statistics to numbers that people use to analyse
some aspect of the game.

Divide the class into six teams. Teams should, where
possible, consist of students who do not normally belong
to the same friendship group. It is also recommended that
each group has a mix of academic abilities and a spread
of students with a familiarity of football.
Classes that have completed Our respect rules Values lesson
If you set the scene for this unit by completing the optional
Our respect rules - Values lesson student groups should
remain the same as those that were formed during that
lesson. These groups should remind themselves of the
team rules that they agreed to by reading over their
signed agreement.
4. Assigning local clubs and recruiting your invitational
Sydney FC team (5 minutes)
In your end of unit football tournament each student team
will be representing one local club in your community.

A simple definition that could be used is - Statistics is
numerical (number) information about the game that is
collected and analysed.
Have students in their teams think of five statistics
in football. They may have to refer back to
Video 1.1 - This is Football to assist them.
Write their responses in a graphic organiser (see: Teacher
information – Sample graphic organiser) as they share them
with the class.
Students responses may include:

Some students may have little knowledge of the local clubs
in your region. To identify local clubs you can:
• Ask students to research online
•A
 sk parents, teachers or students who may be associated
with clubs in your region
• Contact your local A-League club

• Player statistics such as, the number of kicks, headers,
saves, goals scored, or tackles.
• Team statistics such as, ranking (position) on the ladder, total
goals scored and conceded, number of wins and losses.
• Game statistics such as, the number of free kicks, time
in possession and time in the opponent’s half.
• Attendance statistics such as, the crowd averages at
games across the competition or for specific clubs.

• Contact your local state association
• Contact your local council.
For those schools in remote areas, students are to research
those clubs that are of closest proximity to their school.
Once a list of clubs have been identified assign one local
club per student group. This could be done at random
or by student choice.

• Competition records such as, the most successful team
or best player across eras.
• Injury statistics such as, number of injuries in tackles
across a number of seasons.
Explain to students that for the purposes of this unit they
will focus on team and player statistics in football.

As part of the tournament student teams will play a team
recruited from the community who will represent Sydney
FC. The team can be made up of:

6. Get to know your local club through statistics
(10 minutes)
Distribute Activity sheet 1.1 - Our local club - hard copy to
each group or interactive pdf version on student computers,
laptops or iPads.

• Teachers
• Parents

Before your students can represent their local club they
will need to conduct a statistical analysis of how they have
performed in their most recent season.

• Former students
• Invited footballers from local clubs or Sydney FC
• Invited guests from the community.
See Templates to promote your event (Template 2) to
source a formal invitation that can be sent to anyone in the
community that you and your students would like to get
involved. To ensure availability this should be done in the
initial phase of your planning.

Ask students in their teams to conduct an investigation
(they can research online at the club, league or state
association website) that uncovers the following information
about their team:
• Ranking in their league i.e. what position are they currently
or did they finish on the ladder?

5. Introduction to statistics in football (15 minutes)

• Number of games played

Explain to students that in this unit they will be representing
a local club in a football tournament.

• Number of points gained

As part of the task they will analyse their performance so
they can identify their team’s strengths and the areas they
need to improve.
To do this they will use mathematics and what they learn

• Number of games won
• Number of draws achieved
• Number of games lost
• Goal difference such as, goals scored minus goal conceded
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• Number of wins at home compared to its total number
of wins

often based on the team’s statistics.
Using the information they researched about their local club
ask students to predict the probability or chance they have
to win the Sydney FC Cup at your school.

• Any other interesting statistical data about the team.
Students should write or type their responses on Activity
sheet 1.1 - Our local club.

They should register their choice by ticking or using the pull
down box on Activity sheet 1.1 - Our local club.

7. Our probability of winning the Sydney FC Cup (20
minutes)
Have teams present their research information to the class.
Ask students the following questions:

Their choices are:
• No chance
• Outsider

• What does the information tell us?

• Good chance

• Who would be interested in this information?

• Very good chance

• What would they use this information for?
Explain to students that statistics in football are often used
to predict how teams or players will perform in the future.
The probability or chance of a team winning or losing is

• Certainty to win
Have teams justify their choices and rank teams in order
of favouritism for the tournament.

Ali Abbas, Midfielder
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